Our Fourth World Congress is now over and by all accounts it seems to have been a very successful event. Despite the indicators we had fine Autumn weather with lots of sunshine. This good fortune and the abundant delights of London provided an excellent backcloth to our activities. Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of Gloucester opened the Congress and the Exhibition. Her evident interest and concern for our objectives gave a wonderful send off to the week.
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More than 700 participants from 48 countries attended the Congress. The subject matter covered all aspects of prosthetics, orthotics and rehabilitation engineering and the unique multidisciplinary structure of ISPO ensured comprehensive discussion and lively debate. The papers presented by international authorities in plenary session provided an overview of progress made in the last triennium and indicated something of the promise for the future. These presentations included amputation surgery, upper and lower limb prosthetics and orthotics, spinal problems and a special section on the severely disabled. In the afternoons concurrent sessions permitted in-depth discussion of-the subjects covered in plenary session and an opportunity for the presentation of papers by contributors from 28 different countries over a wide range of subject areas, from the special problems of the elderly and the developing countries to control theory, gait analysis and biofeedback. On each day there was a concurrent programme of films and video-tapes covering some 30 different subject areas. Following the pattern established in New York and repeated in Bologna we offered instructional courses in some 25 subject areas. These courses presented a body of knowledge on techniques and procedures which have been tried and tested in the field enabling the participants to go home and apply them to their patients with confidence.
The exhibition, housed on two floors of Imperial College, included over 40 commercial exhibitors. and a substantial number of high quality scientific exhibits. The mixing of commercial and scientific exhibits spiced with two bars ensured an excellent meeting place for all participants and the exhibitors were assured of excellent exposure of their products. An innovation on this occasion was the inclusion of scientific posters which further served to embellish the exhibition. However, it is a pity that more commercial exhibitors did not find it worthwhile to come to the Congress. I feel sure that with hindsight they will have regretted their absence.
The social events provided opportunities for participants from distant lands to renew their friendships and exchange experiences. The United Kingdom government in the person of the Minister for the Disabled, Mr. Tony Newton, hosted a Reception in the Geological Museum; this was a splendid affair with generous hospitality against a fascinating background. The event was much appreciated by our overseas visitors. Many members and friends joined a boat trip down the Thames on the Wednesday evening and danced to disco music. The final social event, a Gala Evening, held in the Porter Tun Room of the Whitbread Brewery, was a happy and enjoyable evening for all with music provided by John Florence and his Riverside Jazz Band, excellent food and wine and varied entertainment from itinerant magicians and Russian dancers.
We can look back on another successful Congress and the membership, I am sure, will join me in thanking the people from many parts of the world who gave advice, co-operation and assistance in the planning and organization.
Finally, I believe it appropriate to acknowledge the financial support we received from the British Limbless Ex-Servicemen's Association and the Bureau for Action in Favour of Disabled People in accordance with the Commission of the European Communities programme to promote the social integration of disabled people.
